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HAPPENING 

THIS MONTH! 
 
 

Arboretum  
Gates Open 
8:00 AM-5:00 PM 

 
 

Kids Tour 
Saturday December 9 
10:00AM-11:00 AM 

 
Volunteer 
Workday  

Saturday, December 9 
8 AM-11 AM  

 
 

 Nature Walk 
Saturday, December 9 

9:30 AM-10:30 AM 
 
 

 ***** 
  
 

SUPPORTERS  
& PARTNERS 

 
Piper auritum 
Photo credit: Chuck Hubbuch   



 
BRONZE PARTNER 

  
Denise Trad-Wartan of 
Trad's Garden 
Center/Trad's Pest Control 
Allen Skinner 

 
 

SILVER PARTNER 
Anthony John Rigney, 
PA & Rigney Family 
of Jacksonville, FL  

Pat & Cliff Jeremiah 
Russell Blueberry Farm  

 
 

GOLD PARTNER 
  

Robb & Pam Mitchell 
 

Gate Keeper  
 

Marcia Mederos 
 
 

Steward  
 

bestbet Jacksonville 
Jamie C. Shelton 

 
 

For Donor Programs 
Information, click 

Donor 
Thank you! 

   
 

Shop at Amazon Smile 
The Jacksonville 

Arboretum & Gardens is 
registered with Amazon 
Smile, a foundation that 
donates a portion of all 

sales to a shopper's 
favorite charity. Using 

your normal account and 
settings you will find the 

 

Peppers and Pipers   
by Chuck Hubbuch  
 
The genus Piper is one of the members of a 
comparatively small plant family, the 
Piperaceae. However, it is a fairly large genus of 
one to two thousand species that occur naturally 
throughout the world's tropics. Piper species may 
be shrubby or vining.  Several are attractive 
enough to be cultivated in gardens and a few 
have important values as food and medicine. 
Only a few are sufficiently cold-hardy to be 
grown outdoors in north Florida. 
A few Piper species have important commercial 
value. Black and white pepper are produced from 
the fruits of Piper nigrum. These have been used 
by people for centuries and are among the most 
widely used spices today. Black pepper comes 
from grinding the entire dried fruit and seed. For 
white pepper, the flesh of the fruit is removed 
and the clean seed is ground. 
Although rare in the United States, the fruits of 
other Piper species are used to produce spices in 
other parts of the world. Kava is a popular drink 
produced from Piper mythysticum in Polynesia 
and sometimes other parts of the world. It is 
noted for having a relaxing effect without 
causing sleepiness. The leaves of the betel plant, 
Piper betle, are combined with the seeds of the 
betel nut palm and eaten as a stimulant. In parts 
of tropical Asia, it serves a purpose much like 
drinking coffee. 
The leaves of a few other species are used as 
food or flavoring. One of these, the root beer 
plant or Piper auritum, can be found in home 
gardens in Jacksonville. It is a vigorous plant in 
the right setting with big, bold leaves. These 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MzCXKeBVcDfyPl2gI5MftBZl6nAQ_pUC-awQ5lWXTwFBcrTiVgif0SsqP7X6NdehkkqZTIvv6jWpzi1vowwT96opttFHJrWX3IL3s6GniSF5u8E6l_2NiFLi5IclxJ0tkh5RiekVZuP-M3fqcRnCsQ2cpKs9jjpJHQlm_5emTTevBl_nu3Ky4IYIuFriXxBdBQd573H44NS83bGEi3MimA==&c=8Rwn_eh-a0yYv9odl7AW6lCad6YD-7YL4_QZHMpqQEkv48QCKbwZoA==&ch=XPtXVAthBeVrfLyBKlIqScYHuo6rBzvKCXo2euWAkTizgJLtn6Paow==


same low prices and 
availability.  Enjoy 

shopping and supporting 
us by visiting 

smile.amazon.com  
    
 

***** 
 
 

JAG Membership 
By becoming a member 

or donor, you are 
supporting the 

Arboretum's operations 
and improvements. All 

donations are tax-
deductible. Details are 

available on our 
website.  

 
 

Membership Levels 
$ 40    Single 
$ 55    Dual 
$ 70    Family 
$100   Friend 
 
 

Supporters  & 
Corporate Partners 

Bronze Partner $250  
   Silver Partner $500 

Gold Partner $1,000 
 
 

John Bartram  
Society 

    Gatekeeper $2500+ 
    Steward $5000+  
    President's Council   

leaves are used to add aroma and flavor to 
cooking and to make tea and a liquor in Mexico. 
It contains a chemical, safrole, which has been 
found to be cancer-causing in lab animals by the 
USDA so it should not be consumed in large 
quantities. The leaves of another species, Piper 
sarmentosum, are eaten fresh or cooked as a 
vegetable in southeast Asia. 
Several Piper species are used locally as 
traditional medicines. One of them is Piper 
kadsura from Japan. It has been shown to have 
anti-inflammatory properties in lab testing. This 
plant is cold-hardy in Jacksonville. It is a small 
vine and looks much like a heart-leaf 
philodendron but will grow up the trunk of a tree 
outdoors. A variegated form called 'Pied Piper' is 
in the nursery trade. 
We call other plants by the name "pepper", too. 
Bell pepper and jalapeno are in the genus 
Capsicum and the family Solanaceae. They are 
very distant relatives of the black pepper and the 
other Piper species. 
Winter at the Jacksonville Arboretum and 
Gardens is too cold for most Piper species. 
However, Piper auritum can be seen in the east 
garden off the lake loop path. Piper kadsura and 
P. sarmentosum are cold hardy species that we 
will be adding to the Arboretum collection in the 
near future.  
 
  
 

Trail News 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MzCXKeBVcDfyPl2gI5MftBZl6nAQ_pUC-awQ5lWXTwFBcrTiVgif0RLqnlJgYe3CahyVTJ5eEQE01B_owU6y0__BImWX3DR4wlsatIxA006_zgH5MyLa_WVyUPwoHiXmG_5Etixidze2bvdW943IkfroA6a_pOKBbPnrsiIMsaE=&c=8Rwn_eh-a0yYv9odl7AW6lCad6YD-7YL4_QZHMpqQEkv48QCKbwZoA==&ch=XPtXVAthBeVrfLyBKlIqScYHuo6rBzvKCXo2euWAkTizgJLtn6Paow==


 $10000+ 
 
 
To join or purchase a 

gift membership, click  
JOIN 

Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

We had a great turnout at the November Garden 
Workday.  Enough so that we were able to get a 
lot of weeding done, in addition to rebuilding the 
temporary bamboo fences which protect our new 
plantings.  Asked what he enjoyed most about the 
day, Steve said "I just love working outdoors".  
Paul said "It was great father-daughter time".  
The family moved to the area in 2009 and his 
daughter Maia remembers coming to Owl Prowls 
when she was about 6.  Maia came to the 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MzCXKeBVcDfyPl2gI5MftBZl6nAQ_pUC-awQ5lWXTwFBcrTiVgif0V7wnrmADwP3xd-7x-qGsNd1C9Pw6jrsnqhxEG8B-qExn10nNNfU2ej5-5KUVtGV4cSw1R2HW49NC5FcJRBMsId6uTFx24clh71lOC_5z9EhlUH9OHJMPgPrKWP_0oTavMAyJEcAjUigJ_jFxZNoG89yErjBrGtY0A==&c=8Rwn_eh-a0yYv9odl7AW6lCad6YD-7YL4_QZHMpqQEkv48QCKbwZoA==&ch=XPtXVAthBeVrfLyBKlIqScYHuo6rBzvKCXo2euWAkTizgJLtn6Paow==


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

workday to collect service hours for school.  Paul 
said they walked the trails a lot and felt it was 
time to give back. Volunteers are the heart of the 
Arboretum.  Join us for the next Workday 
December 9th 9am-noon 
 

 
 

 
Tribute Bricks 

 
Dear Friends and Supporters, 
  
We are asking for your support of our Tribute 
Brick and Tribute Bench fundraising projects at 
the Jacksonville Arboretum & Gardens. This 
time of the year is great for making tax 
deductible gifts and, as a reminder, we are a non-
profit organization and not a city park.  We have 
no paid staff and rely solely on volunteers - and 
your charitable contributions - to operate the 
Arboretum for everyone to enjoy. 
 
 Consider supporting us by purchasing an 
engraved brick paver or an engraved bench with 
the name of your choice, permanently imprinted 
on the brick and on a plaque on the bench, to 
honor or memorialize those who are dear to you. 
This is a visible honor that you can use, and that 
other visitors will appreciate as they enter the 
arboretum to walk the trails and enjoy the 
grounds.  The Tribute Brick area will create a 
living monument of pathways bridging the past, 
the present and the future. Your placement of a 
bench will also be appreciated, creating places of 
rest for you and other guests. Your donation 
helps us today - and will be enjoyed now and for 
generations to come. 



  
Your Tribute Brick will be located at the kiosk at 
the entrance to the Gardens, with benches placed 
in strategic locations throughout the arboretum 
grounds. 
  
This next year marks our 10th anniversary - and a 
great opportunity to celebrate the success of 
what's being called "the hidden jewel of 
Jacksonville" for its native plants, ecosystems 
and extensive walking and hiking trails. 
  
Thanks for considering the Jacksonville 
Arboretum & Gardens Tribute Bricks/Benches 
fundraising program in your annual giving. 
  
Sincerely, 
Martha Mazza 
Tribute Brick Coordinator  
 

 
 

Kids Tour of the Arboretum 
 

This tour is designed to teach kids the 
relationship between people and the 
environment. 
The group will be taken around the arboretum 
and shown what plants can be used for purposes 
such as food, medicine, fibers, culture, and 
environmental factors. Kids will learn that plants 
are essential to life as we know it.  
This free tour is designed for kids roughly ages 
7-12 and will begin the second Saturday of 
September. From there, it will be held every 
second Saturday of the month. It will begin 
at 10:00 a.m. at the picnic area and will continue 



until 11:00 a.m. This program will not only get 
the kids outside and letting out some energy, but 
it will also teach them facts and skills they can 
take to their families and schools. 
Please email arboretum4kids@gmail.com as 
spots are limited 
 

 
McKenna Korzeniewski is a senior at UNF, double 
majoring in Global Environmental Studies and 
ReligiousStudies. She has been working in horticulture 
since 2010. She currently interns at the 
Jacksonville Arboretum and is the Peace Corps 
Ambassador for UNF. McKenna recently studied abroad 
at Chiang Mai University in Thailand and hopes to go 
into agriculture education in the future. 

 
 

Christmas Gift Opportunity  
 

Mary Belet  will be selling T-shirts, honey and 
memberships from 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon on 
Saturday December 9th at the entrance to the 

Arboretum.  
 
For more information, 
visit www.jacksonvillearboretum.org/events. 
 

 
Show the World You Love the 

Arboretum  
 

Show the world you love us, by posting your Arboretum 
photographs at #jacksonvillearboretum & 
www.facebook.com/JacksonvilleArboretumGardens 
We appreciate it! 
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OUR MISSION 

Cultivating a unique environment  

for recreation, education, and inspiration.  
 

 

 
 


