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HAPPENING 

THIS MONTH! 
 
 

Arboretum  
Gates Open 
8:00 AM-5:00 PM 

 
Interpretive Plant 

Clinic  
Saturday, February 3 
9:30 AM- 10:30 AM 

 
 

Volunteer Work 
Day 

Saturday, February 10 
9:00AM-12:00 PM 

 
 

Nature Walk  
Saturday, February 10 
9:30 AM- 10 :30 AM  

 
 

 Kids Tour 
Saturday, February 10 
10:00 AM- 11:00 AM 

 
 
 

Discovering Nature 

  
Fire is returning to the Pine Flatwoods 
at the Arboretum  
 
Sandhills and pine flatwoods will not continue to 
exist in their natural states without frequent fire. 
Instead, what you will find after several decades 
without fire, are open spaces invaded by a few 
fast-growing plants that shade out the numerous 
fire-tolerant species. Slowly the canopy will 
close and the diversity of plants and animals will 
decrease . Managers of natural areas use 
prescribed fire to reverse these trends and 
preserve the conditions of the original 
communities. 
 
Under natural conditions, fires occur most 



Nearby  
Saturday, February 17 

9:30 AM- 10:30 AM 
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frequently in the early part of the growing 
season.  It is hard to reintroduce fire to natural 
areas where it has been suppressed for many 
years because the accumulation of fuel (dead 
wood and fire prone vegetation) often create 
dangerous conditions for a growing season burn. 
In response, fire managers burn in the cooler 
winter months when fire is easier to control. 
These winter burns do not necessarily trigger the 
same responses from the plants in the community 
that the natural growing season burns would. 
Therefore, land managers will often use winter 
burns to create safer conditions over several burn 
cycles and then switch to growing season burns 
to generate the plant and animal diversity seen 
under natural conditions.  
The above paragraphs were reprinted from Fire in 
Florida's Ecosystems courtesy of the Florida Forest 
Service 
 
With the support of the Jacksonville Zoo and 
Gardens, JAG will begin to re-introduce fire to 
the pine communities at the Arboretum.  The 
work will be supervised by Florida Forest 
Service.  In mid-January, 3 acres of flatwood 
near the western boundary were mowed to reduce 
the fuel load so that the first burn does not 
produce excessive smoke. In February or March, 
when weather conditions are right, Florida Forest 
Service will burn the small parcel.  The area will 
be burned again in two to three years.  After 
several winter burns, they will be able to switch 
to growing season burns to help restore the 
groundcover diversity of the habitat.   
 
Happy Prescribed Fire Awareness Week Jan 28-
Feb 3! 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001svaKltYB-Yev5j9YBCxHs0C_ef7yhcNXkpWk9RuyOA7NtzRbVWFTJPhdYQ0kvnvngtx4azZX4dLpXpA0Xw2sbTNlc8nHhvOWMaar1jzTVxT_7WcyEvojG1LfIjNk5I_TxsMJW4GU5kdZ7LXh-bdKgvx6qfvibHPpgTXQiYEulcoUwCe7DHb6BPbzZIuam5017-QxL1z-yVTaFkg8iqIGYA==&c=6uWavCL4gHLv3Z5KrGQovDk0BjjVPyHWY69NkGeKiJ9BPcBsvq3xXA==&ch=miKKdl64mk_86sswFWnnuMcag8FtVz4KhXffKLkGu2To6wNMB0k6SA==


Shop at Amazon Smile 
The Jacksonville 

Arboretum & Gardens is 
registered with Amazon 
Smile, a foundation that 
donates a portion of all 

sales to a shopper's 
favorite charity. Using 

your normal account and 
settings you will find the 

same low prices and 
availability.  Enjoy 

shopping and supporting 
us by visiting 

smile.amazon.com  
    
 

***** 
 
 

JAG Membership 
By becoming a member 

or donor, you are 
supporting the 

Arboretum's operations 
and improvements. All 

donations are tax-
deductible. Details are 

available on our 
website.  

 
 

Membership Levels 
$ 40    Single 
$ 55    Dual 
$ 70    Family 
$100   Friend 
 
 

Supporters  & 
Corporate Partners 

Bronze Partner $250  

 
  

 
 
Prescribed burn managers try to find a natural 
firebreak, such as a creek (1), from which they 
set down a wind backfire (3). This creates a 
blackline (2) at which the spot-headfires (set in 
successive ignitions (5, 6, 7) will stop. Crew 
members patrol a handline (4) to ensure that the 
burn is contained. 
  
Reprinted from Fire in Florida's Ecosystems 
courtesy of the Florida Forest Service. 
 
 
   

 
Discovering Nature Nearby 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001svaKltYB-Yev5j9YBCxHs0C_ef7yhcNXkpWk9RuyOA7NtzRbVWFTJMLg3fMCwiAT4rNr6HX87Pm3Z_IOvVyfwG8PdwPOg4lrHtKYYtohFTEwbuJBXt54e7ryDc7qXob1OP5xPjiiJ9lT06-65s_ktx7zr2OI6D4JHP7zM0uC-N4=&c=6uWavCL4gHLv3Z5KrGQovDk0BjjVPyHWY69NkGeKiJ9BPcBsvq3xXA==&ch=miKKdl64mk_86sswFWnnuMcag8FtVz4KhXffKLkGu2To6wNMB0k6SA==


   Silver Partner $500 
Gold Partner $1,000 

 
 

John Bartram  
Society 

    Gatekeeper $2500+ 
    Steward $5000+  
    President's Council   
 $10000+ 
 
 
To join or purchase a 

gift membership, click  
JOIN 

Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 O Gopher Tortoises - Can you Dig it?" 
January 20 2018 

 
There were 20 people for the fabulous program 

by Danielle D'Amato. She has been working with 
tortoises at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

and also at The Ark Wildlife Care and Sanctuary 
in Hilliard, Florida, a non profit organization. She 
brought two tortoises, one who was rescued from 
a flood and the other from a dog (it still has the 
scar). Danielle spoke to the level of the middle-
schoolers who had lots of questions and enjoyed 

holding the tortoises. She covered anatomy, 
eating and mating habits, burrows and the 

importance of being a keystone species - one 
which is now in threatened status. Then she took 
us on a walk to see several of the burrows. I think 
Danielle was quite pleased that our tortoises are 

happy in their home here at the Jacksonville 
Arboretum and Gardens. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001svaKltYB-Yev5j9YBCxHs0C_ef7yhcNXkpWk9RuyOA7NtzRbVWFTJJqN_xlffV4HmWWGK2mJPwHfMspV4aEr9lfF6bpVzwz4e0NHpwEReHLyn3-zDqUZKt8E7SwoTCRNndguKIJGXXHg1c6_OMqru0TC2jaeTdSANqcTduOo3kyPMVLeB6PJ7tkhue5He8S-imyPUi2KUjah4XOfRNdeRQ==&c=6uWavCL4gHLv3Z5KrGQovDk0BjjVPyHWY69NkGeKiJ9BPcBsvq3xXA==&ch=miKKdl64mk_86sswFWnnuMcag8FtVz4KhXffKLkGu2To6wNMB0k6SA==


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

We were very fortunate to have such an 
informed, experienced and caring presenter. 

 
 
 

Trail News 
 

 
 
 

During the last workday, the Arboretum  
Conservation Corps installed a restoration 
planting in an area left bare by the removal 
of a large invasive camphor tree and 
hundreds of it's seedlings.  JAG wishes to 
thank the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens for 
their generous support of this and other 
recent conservation projects at the 
Arboretum.  If you would like to join the 
Conservation Corps, please 
contact info@jacksonvillearboretum.org 
 

Air Potato Roundup  
 

mailto:info@jacksonvillearboretum.org


 
 

 
Tribute Bricks 

 
Dear Friends and Supporters, 
  
We are asking for your support of our Tribute 
Brick and Tribute Bench fundraising projects at 
the Jacksonville Arboretum & Gardens. This 
time of the year is great for making tax 
deductible gifts and, as a reminder, we are a non-
profit organization and not a city park.  We have 
no paid staff and rely solely on volunteers - and 
your charitable contributions - to operate the 
Arboretum for everyone to enjoy. 



 
 Consider supporting us by purchasing an 
engraved brick paver or an engraved bench with 
the name of your choice, permanently imprinted 
on the brick and on a plaque on the bench, to 
honor or memorialize those who are dear to you. 
This is a visible honor that you can use, and that 
other visitors will appreciate as they enter the 
arboretum to walk the trails and enjoy the 
grounds.  The Tribute Brick area will create a 
living monument of pathways bridging the past, 
the present and the future. Your placement of a 
bench will also be appreciated, creating places of 
rest for you and other guests. Your donation 
helps us today - and will be enjoyed now and for 
generations to come. 
  
Your Tribute Brick will be located at the kiosk at 
the entrance to the Gardens, with benches placed 
in strategic locations throughout the arboretum 
grounds. 
  
This year marks our 10th anniversary - and a 
great opportunity to celebrate the success of 
what's being called "the hidden jewel of 
Jacksonville" for its lakeside gardens focused on 
people's use of plants and extensive walking and 
hiking trails. 
  
Thanks for considering the Jacksonville 
Arboretum & Gardens Tribute Bricks/Benches 
fundraising program in your annual giving. 
  
Sincerely, 
Martha Mazza 
Tribute Brick Coordinator  
 

 



 
Kids Tour of the Arboretum 

 

 
 
 

This tour is designed to teach kids the 
relationship between people and the environment. 
The group will be taken around the arboretum 
and shown what plants can be used for purposes 
such as food, medicine, fibers, culture, and 
environmental factors. Kids will learn that plants 
are essential to life as we know it.  
This free tour is designed for kids roughly ages 
7-12 and will be held every second Saturday of 



the month. It will begin at 10:00 a.m. at the 
picnic area and will continue until 11:00 
a.m. This program will not only get the kids 
outside and letting out some energy, but it will 
also teach them facts and skills they can take to 
their families and schools. 
Please email arboretum4kids@gmail.com as 
spots are limited 
 

 
McKenna Korzeniewski is a senior at UNF, double 
majoring in Global Environmental Studies and 
ReligiousStudies. She has been working in horticulture 
since 2010. She currently interns at the 
Jacksonville Arboretum and is the Peace Corps 
Ambassador for UNF. McKenna recently studied abroad 
at Chiang Mai University in Thailand and hopes to go 
into agriculture education in the future. 

 
 

 
Show the World You Love the 

Arboretum  
 

Show the world you love us, by posting your Arboretum 
photographs at #jacksonvillearboretum & 
www.facebook.com/JacksonvilleArboretumGardens 
We appreciate it! 

 

 
 

OUR MISSION 

Cultivating a unique environment  

for recreation, education, and inspiration.  
 

 

 
 

 

Jacksonville Arboretum & Gardens, 1445 Millcoe Road, Jacksonville, FL 32225 

 
 

mailto:arboretum4kids@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001svaKltYB-Yev5j9YBCxHs0C_ef7yhcNXkpWk9RuyOA7NtzRbVWFTJH7X6p3eG4ZOKrmLOiSNFSUm9EQVDApr8lRDdC4CzRgxjjBlhXaUqH44BzjzaqenDRNdqy0xMqWQ0ZV3JvZPdmBJnnUvBjKekch9HsjrBMi9eiUn9JbpnqU8NKld8JWCIhv3nFzM9uAWSYJzebAihrVQf9ytb3j8ktu7qHbfNc5KgTo4I7I4Y9A=&c=6uWavCL4gHLv3Z5KrGQovDk0BjjVPyHWY69NkGeKiJ9BPcBsvq3xXA==&ch=miKKdl64mk_86sswFWnnuMcag8FtVz4KhXffKLkGu2To6wNMB0k6SA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001svaKltYB-Yev5j9YBCxHs0C_ef7yhcNXkpWk9RuyOA7NtzRbVWFTJOo-PADQfhpmfdpPQRPgLF-lxwh-K1TS9GpYwMN5QmLjKGvYOeiwJHWkgTkhlaslA3Wvj6cXe-RSmgz-ZAahfbpB0D89D_WAYxjT-qkdFi98lbC00RiX9TuLjifCiBfCxyR-g24doQ6YHwCOjTUuX1i7_iMLiYB0wQ==&c=6uWavCL4gHLv3Z5KrGQovDk0BjjVPyHWY69NkGeKiJ9BPcBsvq3xXA==&ch=miKKdl64mk_86sswFWnnuMcag8FtVz4KhXffKLkGu2To6wNMB0k6SA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001svaKltYB-Yev5j9YBCxHs0C_ef7yhcNXkpWk9RuyOA7NtzRbVWFTJOo-PADQfhpmfdpPQRPgLF-lxwh-K1TS9GpYwMN5QmLjKGvYOeiwJHWkgTkhlaslA3Wvj6cXe-RSmgz-ZAahfbpB0D89D_WAYxjT-qkdFi98lbC00RiX9TuLjifCiBfCxyR-g24doQ6YHwCOjTUuX1i7_iMLiYB0wQ==&c=6uWavCL4gHLv3Z5KrGQovDk0BjjVPyHWY69NkGeKiJ9BPcBsvq3xXA==&ch=miKKdl64mk_86sswFWnnuMcag8FtVz4KhXffKLkGu2To6wNMB0k6SA==


 
 

  

 
 


